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Welcome to the second issue of An 
Enchanted Holiday Magazine. 

My goal is to provide a showcase for home-
based and micro-businesses focused on products for 
the various holidays year-round, including seasonal 
items. There are so few places today to advertise on 
what basically amounts to no budget. But the goal is 
also to indulge in a little holiday cheer. Some poetry, 
some recipes, holiday history, and snippets of 
holiday-themed or seasonally-themed books. As a 
writer, I live for books. Or maybe more specifically, 
stories. Without stories, the world is a very sour 
place.  

So, I welcome other writers and home-based 
entrepreneurs to submit excerpts of their books, 
especially if they tie into one of the seasons, even in 
some small way. "Beach reading," "romance," 
holidays, nature, cozies perfect for snuggling up with 
in front of a fireplace.  

As for me, I write mostly women's and 
children's fiction, a bit of nonfiction, and have had a 
couple essays included in Chicken Soup and Patchwork 
Path anthologies. Have placed in several contests 
with multiple novel and picture book manuscripts, as 
well as short stories. Even had a few short stories 
published so far. And am the owner of An Enchanted 
Letter, through which I assist Santa, et al. with 
dispensing a bit of holiday magic. 

The most taxing year of my life has spawned 
this little magazine, much to my utter and sheer 
surprise. Which only goes to show,  
Never Say Never. 

http://www.anenchantedletter.com/
http://www.anenchantedletter.com/


Palm Sunday 
March 29, 2015 

 

Palm Sunday is the sixth Sunday of the 40 
days of Lent, and the Sunday before Easter Sunday. 
Also called Passion Sunday, Palm Sunday is named 
for the tradition of palm branches, in homage to the 
journey Jesus made, on a donkey, into Jerusalem, 
before His Crucifixion. 

The people placed palm branches in the road 
as Jesus journeyed, or waved branches, for in ancient 
times, palm branches signified goodness and victory. 
The people were looking for a political or military 
messiah to deliver them "now," and believed Jesus' 
triumphant arrival meant just that. 

Sometimes, the palms leaves are fashioned 
into crosses, to symbolize Jesus on the cross.  

 
 
Websites cited: 

 
http://christianity.about.com/od/palmsunday/a/Palm-Branches.htm 
http://www.religionfacts.com/christianity/holidays/palm_sunday.htm 
http://christianity.about.com/od/biblestorysummaries/a/Palm-Sunday- 

Story.htm 
 

 

 

http://www.ebates.com/rf.do?referrerid=u7axzBCLJ

h0%3D&eeid=26471 

 

http://christianity.about.com/od/palmsunday/a/Palm-Branches.htm
http://www.religionfacts.com/christianity/holidays/palm_sunday.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/biblestorysummaries/a/Palm-Sunday-
http://www.ebates.com/rf.do?referrerid=u7axzBCLJh0%3D&eeid=26471
http://www.ebates.com/rf.do?referrerid=u7axzBCLJh0%3D&eeid=26471


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

International Children's Book Day  
April 2, 2015 

 
 
This day is meant to inspire a love of reading, 

and marks the birthday of Danish storyteller Hans 
Christian Andersen.  

Celebrate by downloading a free book!  

Grab your free PDF copy of both the An 
Enchanted Holiday coloring book and Enchanted 
Holiday Stories at 
http://www.lulu.com/spotlight/santaletterguide 
 
 

www.swagbucks.com/refer/gtbaskets 

 

http://www.lulu.com/spotlight/santaletterguide
file:///F:/AN%20ENCHANTED%20HOLIDAY%20MAG/www.swagbucks.com/refer/gtbaskets
http://www.lulu.com/spotlight/santaletterguide


 
 
 

Easter Sunday 
April 5, 2015 

 
Easter Sunday is the most important of the 

Christian holidays, because it celebrates the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. It is 
celebrated the first Sunday following the full moon 
after the vernal equinox, and is the culmination of 
Lent, a 40-day period of reflection and penance.  

The days before Easter are called Holy Week, 
and include Maundy Thursday, commemorating 
Jesus' last supper with his disciples; Good Friday, the 
day of his crucifixion; and Holy Saturday, the 
transition between crucifixion and resurrection. The 
50-day period following Easter is called Eastertide, 
and celebrates Jesus' ascension to Heaven. 

It's unclear from where the name "Easter" 
derives. Some say from Eostre, the Great Mother 
Goddess of the Saxon people, and she represented 
spring and fertility; others, that it comes from the 
Latin term hebdomada alba, or white week, an 



ancient reference to the white clothing worn by 
people being baptized, and that through a translation 
error, it became esostarum in Old High German, 
and ultimately Easter in English.  

The ancient origins of Easter, beside their 
religious attributions, include a celebration of spring, 
and renewal. The word "alba" also means "sunrise," 
and was translated as such in the German.  

Possible pagan origins include the mythology 
of Cybele, the Phrygian fertility goddess, who is said 
to have had a consort, Attis, believed to have been 
born via a virgin birth. Attis was believed to have 
died and been resurrected each year in the early days 
of spring. 

The tradition of Easter eggs also descends 
from the pagan rituals pre-Christ. Rabbits and eggs 
are symbols of fertility. Eggs were also forbidden 
during Lent, so they are also symbolic of retrieving 
that which was lost. After Lent, people attended 
church with baskets of food, to celebrate with a 
feast. 

This all leads to the Easter Bunny, first 
mention in the 1500s, by the Germans. The Easter 
Bunny would leave gifts of brightly colored eggs for 
the children, and the encourage the Easter Bunny to 
come, the children would make nests in which to lay 
the eggs, using their bonnets (girls) and caps (boys). 
This is where the tradition of the Easter bonnet 
comes from. 

The first eggs were real eggs wrapped in gold 
leaf or colored paper; gradually, they were made 



from chocolate. Children would also paint hard-
boiled eggs of their own, for decoration. 

By the 1800's, German settlers brought the 
tradition of the Easter Bunny to America, and 
gradually evolved from there to the treat-filled 
baskets of today. 

So it is that Easter is all about new beginnings. 
Resurrection and renewal. And a celebration of 
plenty after the long "fast" of Lent. 

 
 
 
Websites cited: 

 
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/history-of-easter 
http://www.religioustolerance.org/easter1.htm 
http://www.religionfacts.com/christianity/holidays/easter.htm 
http://historyofeaster.net/page4.html 
http://historyofeaster.net/page2.html 

 
 
 

 

http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/history-of-easter
http://www.religioustolerance.org/easter1.htm
http://www.religionfacts.com/christianity/holidays/easter.htm
http://historyofeaster.net/page4.html
http://historyofeaster.net/page2.html


Check out An Enchanted Letter for Letters 
from the Easter Bunny, for a special treat. 

And check out An Enchanted Holiday for 
Easter clipart and activities.  

 
An Enchanted Letter TM 

 
Letters from Santa, the Easter Bunny, 

the Tooth Fairy, and the Christmas Angel. 
 

www.anenchantedletter.com 
 
 

Hollowed Eggs 
 

Dyeing and sanding creates a softened layered 
look. Start with white or brown hollowed out eggs. 
For a standard dye, bring 3 cups of water to a boil. 
Remove from heat. Add 2 tbsp white vinegar plus 2-
3 drops food coloring, or more for a deeper dye. 
Dye eggs with 2 or more coats. Then rub gently with 
sandpaper to give a mottled effect. After Easter, 
pack them carefully to use again next year. 

Dover has royalty-free images for Easter too, 
both in black and white, and color. 

 

http://www.anenchantedletter.com/
http://www.anenchantedletter.com/
http://www.anenchantedletter.com/
http://www.anenchantedletter.com/


 

Can you help the Easter Bunny find all the words? 

A  j  s  c  z  e  w  b  x 

c  e  p  h  q  g  h  o  p 

a  l  r  o  k  g  b  y  e  

r  l  i  c  p  s  a  n  d 

r  y  n  o  a  r  s  n  a 

o  b  g  l  t  a  k  u  r 

t  e  g  a  c  e  e  b  a 

e  a  a  t  h  r  t  s  p 

o  n  t  e  n  n  o  b  i  

 

carrot          patch        ears    

bunny         spring       bonnet 

egg              basket       jelly bean 

chocolate    parade 

 
 

 



EASTER EGGS 
 

Cooked method: Put eggs in 1 inch water & add white 
vinegar (approx 2 Tbsp per quart water); add natural dye 
ingredients & bring to boil, reduce heat, simmer 20-30 min. 
This will create intense, even colors that permeate shell.  

Cold dipping method: Combine 1 qt water, 2 Tbsp 
vinegar & natural dye ingredients in large pot, simmer 20-30 
min, strain & cool liquid. Dip hard-boiled eggs in cold dye 
until desired color is achieved. Dry on paper towels. This 
method will create softer, more translucent colors. 

Natural dye recipes: 
beets: Boil 4 cups chopped beets with eggs for a deep pink 
color. Rinse eggs immediately for a pale, beige tone 
coffee: Boil eggs in 1 qt of brewed coffee for a deep mocha 
color 
blueberries: Boil 4 cups fresh or frozen berries with eggs, or 
use as cold dye. This will create a rich lavender color. 
cranberries: Boil a 12 ounce bag of berries. Use as a hot or 
cold dye. This will create a pale pink color. 
onion skin: Boil eggs with 4 packed cups of onion skins. 
This will create sienna tones. 
red cabbage: Coarsely chop 2 heads of red cabbage, add 2 
quarts water & 6 Tbsp white vinegar; boil, then strain. Use as 
a cold dye. Dipped eggs will turn pale blue. Eggs soaked 
overnight will turn a deep royal blue. 
turmeric: Boil eggs with 3 Tbsp turmeric. This will create a 
bright golden color. If you boil eggs in turmeric first, then 
cold dip them in the red cabbage dye, you will get a soft 
chartreuse green 

Variations: 
Make half an egg 1 color, other ½ another color. 
Sienna: Rub egg with white vinegar, wrap in onion skin, 
secure with kitchen twine, and boil in water 
Tie-dye: wrap rubber bands around egg before boil-dying, or 
try on a previously dyed egg to double dip, creating color 
contrast. 



Find the hidden message from the Easter Bunny! 

i b a m p a r a d e h o p p 

i n u g s n a e b y l l e j 

d t e n n o b o w c n t p c 

s p r i n g b p o h h e o h 

n b u n n y i t b u n n h o 

e c a r r o t p a t c h y c 

r y t s t o r r a c r a t o 

r i l h n g g e a a v e i l 

a a h t e k s a b i a p p a 

w e a r s p y e a s l t p t 

e i g n i t a r o c e d i e  

l e g g h u n t l i l y h r 

     bunny               carrots 
     basket                jelly beans 
     parade               bonnet 
     egg                    chocolate 
     decorating         spring 
     cottontail           bunny trail 
     hop                    warrens                   
     hippity hop        carrot                  
     patch                  egg hunt            
     ears                     rabbit              
     lily                                    



Passover 
April 3-11, 2015 

 
 

The weeklong celebration of Passover 
celebrates the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt. 

According to the Hebrew bible, Joseph, son 
of Jacob, and founder of one of the twelve tribes of 
Israel, moved his family to Egypt, because of a 
severe famine in their homeland of Canaan. For 
many years they lived in harmony, but as their 
numbers grew, the Egyptians began to see them as a 
threat. A Pharaoh came to power who ordered the 
Israelites into slavery and all the first-born male 
Israelite children to be killed at birth.  

One, Moses, was rescued by Pharaoh's 
daughter, and adopted into the Egyptian royal 
family. But upon reaching adulthood, Moses learns 
his true identity and the Egyptians' brutal treatment 
of the Israelites. He kills an Egyptian slave master 
and escapes to the Sinai Peninsula, living a humble 
life as a shepherd for forty years. But then he 
receives a command from God to return to Egypt 
and free the Israelites, with his brother Aaron.  

Moses says, "Let my people go." Pharaoh 
refuses. God then unleashes ten plagues upon the 
Egyptian people, the last being the death of the first-
born in each family.  

God told the Israelites to slaughter a lamb as a 
paschal sacrifice and put the blood on the 
doorframes of their homes so that the Angel of 
Death would "pass over" each Jewish household. 



Terrified of further punishment, the 
Egyptians convince Pharaoh to let the Israelites go. 
Fearing Pharaoh would change his mind (and he 
did), they left so quickly their bread didn't have time 
to rise.  

The Egyptian army caught up with them at 
the edge of the Red Sea. God parted the sea, 
allowing Moses to lead his people safely across, but 
then cut off passage, drowning the Egyptians. 

Passover is a celebration of this liberation 
from slavery. The holiday includes a feast, called the 
seder, on the sacrificial lamb, bitter herbs, and 
unleavened bread (matzo). 

 
 
 

Websites cited: 
 
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/passover 
http://jewishappleseed.org/apple/passhist.htm 
http://www.chabad.org/holidays/passover/pesach_cdo/aid/871715/jew                                   
ish/What-Is-Passover.htm 
 
 

 
 
 

April 22nd is Earth Day, and April 24th is 
Arbor Day! 

 
Go plant something! 

 
 

http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/passover
http://jewishappleseed.org/apple/passhist.htm
http://www.chabad.org/holidays/passover/pesach_cdo/aid/871715/jew%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20ish/What-Is-Passover.htm
http://www.chabad.org/holidays/passover/pesach_cdo/aid/871715/jew%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20ish/What-Is-Passover.htm


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May Day 
 

May 1st 
 

 
May 1st, May Day, is yet another holiday 

recognizing the spring awakening, that has its roots 
in pagan traditions. 

For the Druids, May 1st was the second most 
important holiday of the year, the festival of Beltane. 
It was thought the day divided the year in half, the 
corresponding half being Samhain on November 1st, 
and is associated with ushering in summer, warm 
weather, life, abundance, and fertility. It is also 
associated with fire.  

For the pagans, winter was a time to honor 
death; summer, life. And Beltane, being the half-way 
point between death and life, dark and light, was a 
day of "no time" where the veils between the 
physical world and the ethereal world are thinnest. 
Fairies are said to out and about, so traditions 
included leaving offerings, such as food or flowers, 
out for them.  

When the Romans invaded the British Isles, 
their traditions merged with those of the Druids. 



The Romans celebrated their own fertility holiday, 
Floralia, for Flora, the goddess of flowers.  

The Maypole, a potent symbol of fertility, is 
perhaps the most recognizable custom of the 
holiday. A huge pole is decorated with flowers. 
Holding ribbons, boys and girls dance about the 
pole, intertwining, symbolic of the merging of 
masculine and female energies. 

The Puritans put a damper on May Day 
festivities, and gradually the day came to symbolize 
more merriment than fertility rites.  

 
Websites cited: 
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/mayday.html 
http://guardianlv.com/2014/04/may-day-history-beltane-and-

the-may-pole/ 
http://www.theholidayspot.com/mayday/history.htm 
http://paganwiccan.about.com/od/beltanemayday/a/BeltaneD

eities.htm 
 
 
 

 
 

April is National Card and Letter 
Writing Month 

 
If you don't want to write a letter of your 

own, check out the collection over at Lulu. 
Letters for all occasions.  

http://www.lulu.com/spotlight/santaletterguide 
 

 

http://www.infoplease.com/spot/mayday.html
http://guardianlv.com/2014/04/may-day-history-beltane-and-the-may-pole/
http://guardianlv.com/2014/04/may-day-history-beltane-and-the-may-pole/
http://www.theholidayspot.com/mayday/history.htm
http://paganwiccan.about.com/od/beltanemayday/a/BeltaneDeities.htm
http://paganwiccan.about.com/od/beltanemayday/a/BeltaneDeities.htm
http://www.lulu.com/spotlight/santaletterguide


Cinco de Mayo 
May 5, 2015 

                                                                                                                               
Cinco de Mayo, or fifth of May, began as a 

commemoration of the Mexican army's 1862 victory 
over France at the Battle of Puebla during the 
Franco-Mexican War (1861-1867), but evolved into a 
celebration of Mexican culture and heritage. 

In 1861, Benito Juarez, Mexico's president, 
was unable to pay debts owed, so France, Britain, 
and Spain sent naval forces to demand payment. 
Britain and Spain negotiated, then withdrew; France, 
under Napoleon III, used the opportunity to create 
an empire from Mexican territory.  

Expecting an easy success, France invaded. 
General Charles Latrille de Lorencex attacked the 
small town of Puebla. Juarez sent a rag-tag force, led 
by Texas-born General Ignacio Zaragoza, which 
after a long day of fighting on May 5th, 1862, fended 
off the French.  

Although not a major win in the overall 
scheme of the war, the Mexican success became a 
great symbolic victory, and bolstered the resistance 
movement.  

Six years later, due to support from the US, 
France withdrew. Also, the Austrian Archduke 
Ferdinand Maximilian, installed as emperor of 
Mexico by Napoleon, was executed by Juarez's 
forces.  

Websites cited: 

 
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/cinco-de-mayo 

http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/cinco-de-mayo


 
 

National Wildflower Week 

May 4-10, 2015 

 

National Wildflower Week aims to highlight 

the beauty of wildflowers, and to encourage efforts 

to conserve them. Found in gardens and growing 

along highways, wildflowers and native plants 

help conserve water, reduce mowing costs, protect 

the soil from erosion, and provide a habitat for 

birds, butterflies, and other wildlife.  

But wildflowers nationwide are in danger. 

Non-native plants (called invasive plants) 

aggressively compete for precious resources. 

 Try some fun activities in honor of National 

Wildflower Week:  

 

http://www.wildflower.org/20_ways_to_observe_n

ational_wildflower_week/ 

http://www.wildflower.org/20_ways_to_observe_national_wildflower_week/
http://www.wildflower.org/20_ways_to_observe_national_wildflower_week/


Mother's Day 
May 10, 2015 

 
Anna Jarvis "invented" Mother's Day in 1908, 

and in 1914 it became an official US holiday. 
The idea of celebrating mothers hearkens 

back to the ancient Greeks and Romans, with their 
festivals honoring the mother goddesses Rhea and 
Cybele, but the modern precedent seems to be the 
early Christian festival, "Mothering Sunday," which 
fell on the fourth Sunday in Lent, and was originally 
intended as a time for the faithful to return to their 
"mother church" for a special service.  

Before the Civil War, Ann Reeves Jarvis 
helped start "Mother's Day Work Clubs" to teach 
local women how to care for their children. These 
clubs would later become a unifying force after the 
war. In 1868, Jarvis organized "Mothers' Friendship 
Day," where mothers gathered for former Union and 
Confederate soldiers to promote reconciliation. 

Around the same time, abolitionist and 
suffragette Julia Ward Howe wrote the "Mother's 
Day Proclamation" to ask mothers to unite to 
promote world peace, and later campaigned for a 
"Mother's Peace Day." Others who promoted similar 
events are Juliet Calhoun Blakely, who inspired a 
local Mother's Day in Michigan, and Mary Towles 
Sasseen and Frank Hering who organized a Mother's 
Day around the turn of the century. Some have even 
called Hering the "the father of Mother's Day." 

But it was Ann Jarvis who organized, with 
financial backing from a Philadelphia department 



store owner, John Wanamaker, the first official 
Mother's Day celebration, after her mother's death, 
to honor the sacrifices mothers made for their 
children. 

 To see the holiday added to the American 
calendar, she ran a massive letter writing campaign 
to newspapers and politicians, and by 1912, many 
states had adopted Mother's Day. In 1914, President 
Woodrow Wilson made it official, the second 
Sunday in May.  

Jarvis intended it to be a day of private and 
personal celebration of mothers, but eventually grew 
disgusted by its burgeoning commercialization, even 
filing countless lawsuits against groups that used the 
name "Mother's Day" to profit. By her death in 
1948, she had disowned the holiday, and even 
actively lobbied to have it removed from the 
calendar.  

Click here to read the Mother's Day 
Proclamation: 

http://www.mothersdaycelebration.com/mot
hers-day-proclamation.html 

  
 
Websites cited: 

http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/mothers-day 

http://www.mothersdaycelebration.com/mothers-day-history.html 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.mothersdaycelebration.com/mothers-day-proclamation.html
http://www.mothersdaycelebration.com/mothers-day-proclamation.html
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/mothers-day
http://www.mothersdaycelebration.com/mothers-day-history.html


 
Memorial Day 
May 25, 2015 

 
After the Civil War, which incurred the largest 

loss of life of any conflict in U. S. history, towns and 
cities across America held springtime tributes to the 
fallen soldiers, decorating their graves with flowers 
and reciting prayers. 

Waterloo, NY first celebrated the day on May 
5, 1866, with a community-wide tribute, but the 
government didn't make the day official until 100 
years later. 

The day started May 5, 1862. General John A. 
Logan, leader of an organization for Northern Civil 
War veterans, called for a nationwide day of 
remembrance of the country's vets, to be held on 
May 30th, and called "Decoration Day." He'd chosen 
the day because it wasn't the anniversary of any 
particular battle. 

On the first Decoration Day, General James 
Garfield made a speech at Arlington National 
Cemetery, and participants decorated the graves of 
soldiers buried there. Many northern states held 



similar events. By 1890, each northern state had 
declared Decoration Day an official state holiday. 
Southern states celebrated on different days.  

Decoration Day morphed into Memorial Day, 
and after World War I, grew to honor veterans of all 
wars. 

For decades, it was celebrated on May 30th, 
but in 1968, when Congress passed the Uniform 
Monday Holiday Act, the date was changed to the 
last Monday in May, to create a three-day holiday 
weekend for federal employees. In 1971, Memorial 
Day became a federal holiday. 

 
 
Website cited: 
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/memorial-day-history 

 
 

Flag Day 
June 14, 2015 

 
The Revolutionary War of 1775 was fought 

under many different flags, which led in 1776 to a 
push for a unifying flag for the country, widely held 
to have been designed by Betsy Ross. The familiar 
Stars and Stripes took on a national role. But it 
wasn't until 1861 that the idea of individuals flying a 
flag took hold. The flag became a symbol of the 
North.  

In 1885, a Wisconsin teacher, Bernard 
Cigrand, arranged for his pupils to observe June 14th 
(the 108th anniversary of the official adoption of The 



Stars and Stripes) as "Flag Birthday." The media ran 
with it, and it eventually became Flag Day. 

In 1889, a NYC teacher, George Balch, 
planned a celebration for his school, and the 
observation by the Board of Ed became official. 
Philadelphia took up the gauntlet in 1893, thanks to 
Colonel J. Granville Leach, who recommended the 
day be called, "Flag Day." 

The holiday grew and spread across the 
country, and in 1916, President Woodrow Wilson 
officially established June 14th Flag Day. In 1949, 
President Truman signed an Act of Congress 
declaring June 14th "National Flag Day." 

 
 
Websites cited: 
http://www.history.com/news/a-flag-day-history-of-the-

stars-and-stripes 
http://usflag.org/history/flagday.html 
 

 
June is National Candy Month! 

 
Lemon Creams  

Place in a saucepan one cupful of granulated sugar, 
one-half cupful of cream, the grated rind of one 
lemon. Boil to the soft ball stage; color with a few 
drops of yellow coloring and when slightly cool beat 
up until creamy. Form into bonbons and decorate 
with candied lemon peel. 

From Candy-Making at Home, by Mary M. Wright 

http://www.history.com/news/a-flag-day-history-of-the-stars-and-stripes
http://www.history.com/news/a-flag-day-history-of-the-stars-and-stripes
http://usflag.org/history/flagday.html


Ramadan 
June 18, 2015 

 
Islam's most sacred holiday, is a holy month 

of fasting, introspection, and prayer. There is no 
eating or drinking from sunrise to sunset, with 
breaks before dawn, called "suhoor" and after 
sunset, with family and friends for an elaborate feast 
known as "iftar." The period culminates in a three-
day celebration known as Id al-Fitr, or Eid al-Fitr. 

According to Islamic texts, the Prophet 
Muhammad, around 610 A.D., retreated to the caves 
in the surrounding mountains of Mecca for 
meditation and reflection, where he received 
revelations from God, or Allah, via the angel 
Gabriel, which would eventually form the Quran (or 
Koran), the most sacred book in Islam. 

 And so it is that Ramadan is a time of 
spiritual reflection, devotion, improvement, self-
control, charity, and worship.  

 
Websites cited: 

http://www.theholidayspot.com/ramadan/history_of_ramadan.htm 
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/ramadan 
 

 
Summer Solstice 

June 21, 2015 
 
The longest day of the year, the solstice marks 

the start of summer. Hooray! 

http://www.theholidayspot.com/ramadan/history_of_ramadan.htm
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/ramadan


Father's Day 
June 21 

 
 Two events are said 
to have inspired Father's 
Day. In 1908, Grace 
Golden Clayton reportedly 
suggested her pastor honor 
fathers in his service after a 

mine explosion a few months earlier, where 361 
people perished, many of them fathers and recent 
immigrants.  
 The following year, while listening to a 
Mother's Day sermon, Mrs. Sonora Smart Dodd 
went to local churches, shopkeepers, and politicians 
to establish an official holiday for fathers, since she 
was raised, along with her siblings, by her widowed 
father.  
 She originally conceived the day to be June 
5th, her father's birthday, but with not enough time 
to prepare, the day was pushed back to the third 
Sunday in June.  
 Washington State celebrated the first official 
Father's Day in 1910, and the idea gained steam. 
President Woodrow Wilson celebrated it in 1916; 
President Calvin Coolidge declared it a national 
holiday in 1924. But many men decried the 
commercialism of the holiday, and during the 20's 
and 30's, a movement arose to abolish Mother's Day 
and Father's Day for a single day, "Parents' Day." 
But with the Depression, struggling retailers 
redoubled their efforts, and by the end of WW II, 



retailers tried to argue the day as a means to honor 
American troops and support the war effort. By the 
end of the war, Father's Day was a national 
institution. 
   In 1966, President Lyndon Johnson ordered 
Father's Day be made a holiday celebrated the third 
Sunday of June. In 1972, Richard Nixon made it 
official, and Father's Day a federal holiday.  
 
Websites cited: 
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/fathers-day 
http://www.theholidayspot.com/fathersday/history.htm 
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