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Welcome to the inaugural issue of An 
Enchanted Holiday Magazine. 

My goal is to provide a showcase for home-
based and micro-businesses focused on products for 
the various holidays year-round, including seasonal 
items. There are so few places today to advertise on 
what basically amounts to no budget. But the goal is 
also to indulge in a little holiday cheer. Some poetry, 
some recipes, holiday history, and snippets of 
holiday-themed or seasonally-themed books. As a 
writer, I live for books. Or maybe more specifically, 
stories. Without stories, the world is a very sour 
place.  

So, I welcome other writers and home-based 
entrepreneurs to submit excerpts of their books, 
especially if they tie into one of the seasons, even in 
some small way. "Beach reading," "romance," 
holidays, nature, cozies perfect for snuggling up with 
in front of a fireplace.  

As for me, I write mostly women's and 
children's fiction, a bit of nonfiction, and have had a 
couple essays included in Chicken Soup and Patchwork 
Path anthologies. Have placed in several contests 
with multiple novel and picture book manuscripts, as 
well as short stories. Even had a few short stories 
published so far. And am the owner of An Enchanted 
Letter, through which I assist Santa, et al. with 
dispensing a bit of holiday magic. 

The most taxing year of my life has spawned 
this little magazine, much to my utter and sheer 
surprise. Which only goes to show,  
Never Say Never. 

http://www.anenchantedletter.com/
http://www.anenchantedletter.com/


Martin Luther King Day 
January 19th, 2015 

 

Martin Luther King day is now a federal 
holiday, but it had as circuitous a route coming into 
being as Dr. King himself.  

In 1968, after Dr. King's death, Congressman 
John Conyers Jr. of Michigan introduced the first 
legislation for a federal holiday honoring Dr. King. 
The King Memorial Center in Atlanta was founded 
around the same time, and sponsored the first 
annual observance of King's birthday in January 
1969; several states, including Illinois, Massachusetts 
and Connecticut, passed their own bills. The bill 
languished in Congress until President Carter took 
office. Coretta Scott King threw her support behind 
the bill, but in 1979, the bill failed to pass by five 
votes. It finally passed the House after a second 
petition was introduced, then passed the Senate in 
1983, when it was signed into law. In January 1986, it 
was first celebrated as a federal holiday. However, 
not all the states acknowledged the holiday, until the 
year 2000. 

But who is Dr. King? 
A Baptist minister inspired by Mahatma 

Gandhi's peaceful protest, Dr. King played a key role 
in several events during the 1950's and 1960's that 
would ultimately lead to the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
earning him a Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. 

Buoyed by the landmark Brown v. Board of 
Education decision of 1954, leading to 
desegregation, and Rosa Parks' refusal in 1955 to 

http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/brown-v-board-of-education-of-topeka
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/brown-v-board-of-education-of-topeka


give up her seat on a bus, Dr. King headed the bus 
boycott that ultimately led to desegregation on 
public buses in 1956. In 1957 he and other civil 
rights activists founded the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC), a group committed 
to achieving full equality for African Americans 
through nonviolence. 

In 1963, he helped organize the March on 
Washington, a peaceful rally for justice, where he 
gave his famous "I Have a Dream" speech. This 
march led to passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

In 1965, the SCLC and Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee organized a voter 
registration campaign in Selma, Alabama. Violence 
erupted between the peaceful protestors and the 
segregationists which, televised, outraged Americans 
and inspired supporters across the country to gather 
in Selma and participate in a march led by King, and 
supported by President Lyndon Johnson (1908-
1973), who sent federal troops to keep the peace. 
That march led to Congress passing the Voting 
Rights Act, guaranteeing the right to vote to all 
African Americans.  

For his valiant efforts through peaceful 
protest to achieve equality, he was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1964, and ultimately his own 
holiday.  

 
Websites cited: 

 
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/martin-luther-king-jr 
http://content.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1872501,00.html 

 

http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/voting-rights-act
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/voting-rights-act
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/martin-luther-king-jr
http://content.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1872501,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1872501,00.html


February is National Children's 
Dental Health Month. Sponsored by 
the American Dental Association, the 
goal is to raise awareness about oral 
care.   

For lots of free downloads, 
including posters and activity kits, check out the 
ADA's website at http://www.ada.org/en/public-
programs/national-childrens-dental-health-month. 

The National Education Association also has 
activities to prints: 
http://www.nea.org/grants/National-Childrens-
Dental-Health-Month.htm 

And DLTK's Crafts for Kids: 
http://www.dltk-
kids.com/crafts/miscellaneous/dental_health_mont
h.htm 

And of course check out An Enchanted 
Holiday for Tooth Fairy clipart and activities! For 
letters from the Tooth Fairy, see An Enchanted 
Letter.  

 
 
 

An Enchanted Letter TM 

 
Letters from Santa, the Easter Bunny, 

the Tooth Fairy, and the Christmas Angel. 
 

www.anenchantedletter.com 
 

http://www.ada.org/en/public-programs/national-childrens-dental-health-month
http://www.ada.org/en/public-programs/national-childrens-dental-health-month
http://www.nea.org/grants/National-Childrens-Dental-Health-Month.htm
http://www.nea.org/grants/National-Childrens-Dental-Health-Month.htm
http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/miscellaneous/dental_health_month.htm
http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/miscellaneous/dental_health_month.htm
http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/miscellaneous/dental_health_month.htm
http://www.anenchantedholiday.com/
http://www.anenchantedholiday.com/
http://www.anenchantedletter.com/
http://www.anenchantedletter.com/
http://www.anenchantedletter.com/
http://www.anenchantedletter.com/
http://www.anenchantedletter.com/
http://www.anenchantedletter.com/


Find the tooth fairy’s secret 
message! 

Find all the words below; the letters 
that are left reveal the secret message. 

 

p t a r t a r d i 

e o o n t f o r n 

r f l o s s g b c 

m e t s t o o r i 

a l t o b h r u s 

n e u s m h t s o 

e m c r o w n h r 

n a h e l t o o t 

t n p l a q u e h 

f e a i r r y ! ! 

 
 
 

tooth           molar          brush        
incisor 

crown         enamel        tartar         
permanent 

roots           floss            plaque 





Presidents' Day Monday, 
February 16 

Always celebrated on 
the third Monday in February, Presidents' Day was 
originally intended to honor George Washington, 
the father of our country, starting in 1800, the year 
after his death. It didn't become an official, federal 
holiday until 1879, however, when Senator Steven 
Wallace Dorsey of Arkansas proposed the measure 
and President Rutherford B. Hayes signed it into 
law. Initially only meant for the D.C. area, it 
expanded to the entire country in 1885. 

In the 1960's, the day came to honor 
Abraham Lincoln, the "Great Emancipator," as well. 
Lincoln's birthday being celebrated as a state holiday, 
the two were combined as a way to give equal honor 
to both these forefathers, and to shift several federal 
holidays to Mondays, thereby creating three-day 
weekends, for the sake of both convenience, and 
curbing absenteeism, under a measure known as the 
Uniform Monday Holiday Act, which eventually 
took effect in 1971, under President Nixon.  

By the mid-1980's, "Presidents' Day" stuck. 
Generally seen as a day to honor all the presidents, 
the holiday is still listed however as "Washington's 
Birthday" on official calendars.  

 
Websites cited: 
 

http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/presidents-day 
http://sunniebunniezz.com/holiday/presiday.htm 

http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/arkansas
http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/rutherford-b-hayes
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/presidents-day
http://sunniebunniezz.com/holiday/presiday.htm


February is Black 
History Month 
 
Black History Month as 

we know it today sprang from 
the efforts of Harvard-trained 
historian Carter G. Woodson 
and the prominent minister 

Jesse E. Moorland, who founded the Association for 
the Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH), to 
raise awareness of the contributions of African-
Americans. In 1926, they sponsored National Negro 
History week during the second week of February to 
coincide with the birthdays of both Abraham 
Lincoln and Frederick Douglass, noted author and 
speaker, and tireless advocate for abolition. 

The idea quickly took root, and by the late 
1960s only gained ground, due in part to the Civil 
Rights movement. By 1976, the bicentennial, 
President Gerald R. Ford officially recognized Black 
History Month as the month-long celebration we 
know today.  

 
Websites cited: 
 

http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/black-history-month 
http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/about.html 
http://history1800s.about.com/od/americanoriginals/p/freddouglassbio.                             
htm 

 

 

http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/black-history-month
http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/about.html
http://history1800s.about.com/od/americanoriginals/p/freddouglassbio.%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20htm
http://history1800s.about.com/od/americanoriginals/p/freddouglassbio.%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20htm


Groundhog Day is                                                                                                                                                     
February 2nd 

According to legend, if 
the groundhog sees his shadow 
February 2nd, it's six more weeks of winter; if he 
doesn't, spring's on its way! But why Feb. 2nd? Well, 
it's the midway point between the winter solstice and 
the spring equinox, or the peak of winter.  

Our modern Groundhog Day derives from 
the ancient Imbolc, celebrated by the Celts as a 
pagan festival celebrating spring. As Christianity 
took hold in Europe, the holiday morphed into 
Candlemas. The Germans adopted the tradition of 
following the badgers' or hedgehogs' reaction to the 
weather; and when these German immigrants settled 
in Pennsylvania, they carried over the ritual, 
choosing the groundhog, native to America. 

But it wasn't until Feb. 2, 1887 that a clever 
newspaper editor, Clymer Freas, in Punxsutawney, 
Pennsylvania, latched onto tradition, and instituted 
what today is our official Groundhog Day, where at 
Gobbler's Knob, Punxsutawney Phil predicts 
whether there will be six more weeks of winter, or an 
early. (Here's hoping for an early spring!) 

 
Websites cited: 

 
http://www.history.com/news/groundhog-day-history-and-facts 
http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/happy_groundhog-history.htm 
http://www.groundhog.org/about/history/ 

 

 

http://www.history.com/news/groundhog-day-history-and-facts
http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/happy_groundhog-history.htm
http://www.groundhog.org/about/history/


 
 
 

Another modern holiday with roots in pagan 
rituals, Mardi Gras evolved from the ancient Roman 
festivals of Saturnalia and Lupercalia, both pagan 
celebrations of spring and fertility. As Christianity 
spread, instead of trying to eradicate these pagan 
customs, essential features were woven into the new 
practices. Thus Mardi Gras, or Carnival, became a 
prelude to the forty days of penance and fasting that 
comprise lent, celebrated between Ash Wednesday 
and Easter Sunday. In France, the day before Ash 
Wednesday was called Mardi Gras, or Fat Tuesday. 
In the UK, Shrove Tuesday is known as "Pancake 
Tuesday," and celebrated with all things--what else?--
pancake.  

Mardi Gras jumped the Atlantic in 1699, 
when French explorer Sieur d'Iberville's ship landed 
in what is today Louisiana, it is suggested by some. 
Other historians contend it was the French settlers 
who brought their traditions with them. Either way, 
Mardi Gras and New Orleans now go hand in hand. 
But it wasn't always smooth sailing. 

MARDI GRAS  

FEBRUARY 17 



When the Spanish dominated New Orleans, 
they abolished Mardi Gras, the ban lifted only when 
Louisiana achieved statehood in 1812. 

In 1827 a group of students paraded in 
costume, recreating the experience from Paris. Ten 
years later, the first recorded New Orleans parade 
graced the streets. In 1857, a group of businessmen 
calling themselves the Mistick Krewe of Comus, 
after John Milton's hero Comus, organized the 
precursor of the parade we know and love today, 
with marching bands and floats, and gaslight torches, 
or "flambeaux." 

1870 brought the second Krewe, called the 
Twelfth Night Revelers, and the first recorded 
account of Mardi Gras "throws." And in 1872, the 
King of Carnival, Rex. The family colors of visiting 
Russian Grand Duke Alexis Romanoff--purple, 
green and gold--became the official colors of Mardi 
Gras, purple standing for justice, gold for power, 
and green for faith. The next year, Louisiana began 
making their own floats, and in 1875 Governor 
Warmoth signed the "Mardi Gras Act," making Fat 
Tuesday a legal holiday in Louisiana. 

But Mardi Gras isn't just a New Orleans 
affair. It's celebrated around the world as a time of 
revelry before the austerity of lent, and final 
celebration of Christ's resurrection.  

 
Websites cited: 
http://www.mardigrasneworleans.com/history.html 
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/mardi-gras 
http://www.holidays.net/mardigras/story.htm 
 

http://www.mardigrasneworleans.com/history.html
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/mardi-gras
http://www.holidays.net/mardigras/story.htm


 
CHINESE NEW YEAR FEBRUARY 19, 2015 

YEAR OF THE GOAT 

Celebrated on the first day of the first month of the 
Lunar Calendar (generally the second new moon 
after the winter solstice), the Chinese New Year is 
tied to the seasons, and many of its traditions harken 
to the harvest time. It also goes by the name Spring 
Festival. 

Chinese New Year is all about ensuring good luck in 
the coming year--and a healthy harvest. On the flip 
side, it is also about honoring ancestors, who have 
laid the foundation for the family's current fortunes. 
Houses are thoroughly cleaned, to dispense with the 
"huiqi" or "inauspicious breaths" that may have 
collected during the previous year, as the Kitchen 
god inspects the house. Red, symbolizing fire, which 
drives away bad luck, is the color of the Chinese 
New Year; people wear red clothes, decorate with 
poems on red paper, and give children "lucky 
money" in red envelopes.  

Traditions abound, as do the stories behind them, 
not the least of which is the story of the monster 
Nian. Fittingly, the old Chinese word "Nian" meant 
"ripe grains," i.e., the time to harvest the year's crop.  



With the body of a bull and the head of a lion, Nian 
proved a terror to the villagers at the end of winter, 
when food was scarce. But when the villagers 
realized that Nian was afraid of the color red, fire, 
and noise, they shot off firecrackers, hung red paper 
cutouts on their doors, and made a terrible, loud 
noise, thus vanquishing Nian to the mountains. 

Another legend suggests that Buddha asked all the 
animals to meet him on Chinese New Year. Twelve 
came, and Buddha named a year after each one, 
namely, the rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, 
horse, sheep, monkey, rooster, dog and pig. Each 
child born in that animal's year would possess some 
of that animal's personality.  

The celebration ends with the lantern festival, held 
on the fifteenth day. Festivities include glowing 
lanterns, and the familiar dragon dance seen in 
modern-day parades. The dragon--which might 
stretch a hundred feet long--is typically made of silk, 
paper, and bamboo.  

Websites cited: 
 

http://www.qingdaochinaguide.com/news/culture/chinese-new-year-                                               
nian-legend.html 

 
http://web.uvic.ca/~mroth/438/CHINA/chinese_new_year.html 
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/chinese-new-year 
http://www.theholidayspot.com/chinese_new_year/history.htm 
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/chinesenewyear1.html 

 

http://www.qingdaochinaguide.com/news/culture/chinese-new-year-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20nian-legend.html
http://www.qingdaochinaguide.com/news/culture/chinese-new-year-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20nian-legend.html
http://web.uvic.ca/~mroth/438/CHINA/chinese_new_year.html
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/chinese-new-year
http://www.theholidayspot.com/chinese_new_year/history.htm
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/chinesenewyear1.html


 
 
February is National Pie Month 
 
Pie: a meat dish baked with biscuit or pastry 

crust -- compare potpie; a dessert consisting of a 
filling (as of fruit or custard) in a pastry shell or 
topped with pastry or both (Merriam Webster 
Dictionary) 

 
The earliest "pies," from ancient Greece and 

Rome weren't strictly "pies" in the sense that we 
know them today, and the crust wasn't for taste, or 
even for eating. The early pastry was strictly a vessel 
to hold in the filling, usually meat. They were called 
"coffins" or "coffyns." Open-top pies were called 
"traps." The crusts served as the pans.  

Pie "crusts" were essentially a means to an 
end, not a delight in and of themselves. For what 
better treat is there than a buttery, flaky pie crust that 
simply melts in your mouth? 

It isn't until Medieval times that pies as we 
know them today found their true origin. Rather 
than the rough, rather shapeless crusts of the 
ancients, the Medievals' use of lard and butter, rather 
than olive oil, more closely resembled a crust that 
could rolled out. Although at this point, they're still 
basically savory pies, such as Shepherd's Pie, called 
"pyes."  

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/potpie


It wasn't until the Pilgrims made their way to 
America did the idea and use of fruit in pies gain 
ground, thanks to the Native Americans.  

Today, Americans love their pie. According to 
the American Pie Council, approximately 186 million 
pies are sold every year in grocery stores alone. 
Americans' favorite pie flavors are apple, pumpkin, 
pecan, banana cream, and cherry in that order.  

 
 
 
Websites cited: 
 

http://whatscookingamerica.net/History/PieHistory.htm 
http://www.foodtimeline.org/foodpies.html 
http://content.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1862315,00.html 
http://www.menuism.com/blog/culinary-byte-february-is-great-amerian- 

pie-month 
http://www.piecouncil.org/pdf/Pie_Fun_Facts.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.ebates.com/rf.do?referr

erid=u7axzBCLJh0%3D&eeid=26471 

 

 

http://whatscookingamerica.net/History/PieHistory.htm
http://www.foodtimeline.org/foodpies.html
http://www.menuism.com/blog/culinary-byte-february-is-great-amerian-
http://www.piecouncil.org/pdf/Pie_Fun_Facts.pdf
http://www.ebates.com/rf.do?referrerid=u7axzBCLJh0%3D&eeid=26471
http://www.ebates.com/rf.do?referrerid=u7axzBCLJh0%3D&eeid=26471


 
 

 

Valentine's Day February 14th 
 
Like many of our modern holidays, 

Valentine's Day descends from a pagan Roman 
holiday. Lupercalia was a fertility festival dedicated 
to Faunus, the Roman god of agriculture, as well as 
to the Roman founders Romulus and Remus. 
Roman priests would sacrifice a goat and a dog, 
respectively for fertility and purification. They would 
dip strips of the goat's hide into sacrificial blood 
then gently slap women and crop fields, believing 
this practice would induce fertility. Perhaps not the 
most romantic, but it seems to have worked, for 
Roman women welcomed the practice, and further, 
would place their names into a pot to become paired 
with a bachelor for the year. Such matches often 
ended in marriage. 

At the end of the fifth century, Lupercalia was 
outlawed by Pope Gelasius, who declared February 
14th St. Valentine’s Day, in an effort to "Christianize" 
the celebration, choosing the day before Lupercalia, 
which was celebrated on February 15th . But why 
Valentine's Day? 

Well, three saints named Valentine or 
Valentinus recognized by the Catholic Church 



appear to have been martyred on February 14th 
(different years). But legend has it that the day was 
named for a Roman priest named Valentine, who 
lived during the third century.  

Emperor Claudius II decreed that single men 
made better soldiers; therefore, he forbade marriage. 
But love being love, the people wouldn't stand for 
that for long. Valentine defied Claudius and 
performed secret marriages.   

Claudius wasn't happy when he found out, 
and sentenced Valentine to death.  

In prison, Valentine sent the first "Valentine" 
as we know it to his jailor's daughter, signed, of 
course, "From your Valentine." The story is murky 
as to whether he'd fallen in love with her, or the 
missive was simply a sign of affection.  

When Claudius met Valentine, he was said to 
be impressed with the man, however when Valentine 
refused to renounce Christianity, Claudius had him 
executed, we believe on February 14th, 270 AD. 

Thus, February 14th came to be associated 
with both Valentine and enduring love.  

But it wasn't until the Middle Ages, that we 
see the true roots of our modern-day version of the 
holiday. The oldest known valentine still in existence 
today is a poem written in 1415 by Charles, Duke of 
Orleans, to his wife while he was imprisoned in the 
Tower of London following his capture at the Battle 
of Agincourt. 

By the early 1700s, the tradition of exchanging 
handmade valentines jumped to America. But it 
wasn't until the 1840s that a woman named Esther 

http://www.history.com/topics/british-history/battle-of-agincourt
http://www.history.com/topics/british-history/battle-of-agincourt


A. Howland began selling the first mass-produced 
valentines in America. Her elaborate creations with 
lace, ribbons and colorful pictures would become the 
forerunners of the modern printed Valentine, which 
took hold in the early 1900s, when Hallmark opened 
in 1910. 

 
 
Websites cited: 

 
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day 
http://www.theholidayspot.com/valentine/history_of_valentine.htm 
http://www.npr.org/2011/02/14/133693152/the-dark-origins-of-                                  
valentines-day 
http://corporate.hallmark.com/company/Founding-1910s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.swagbucks.com/refer/gtbaskets 

 

 
 

http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day
http://www.theholidayspot.com/valentine/history_of_valentine.htm
http://www.npr.org/2011/02/14/133693152/the-dark-origins-of-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20valentines-day
http://www.npr.org/2011/02/14/133693152/the-dark-origins-of-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20valentines-day
http://corporate.hallmark.com/company/Founding-1910s
file:///F:/AN%20ENCHANTED%20HOLIDAY%20MAG/www.swagbucks.com/refer/gtbaskets


 
 

Creative Romance Month 
 
What more fitting time of year to celebrate 

Creative Romance Month, than February? With 
Valentine's Day comes the usual array of gifts: 
chocolates, flowers, diamonds. But why not try 
something unusual? Coupons for loving things 
(massages, a day spent together, movie night out). 
Or a letter, revealing or reminding a loved one how 
much you appreciate and respect them. 

Don't know what to say? Try a Valentine 
letter from An Enchanted Letter. 

Or a homemade treat. Try these recipes from 
Home Made Candy Recipes, by Mrs. Janet McKenzie 
Hill, compliments of Walter Baker & Co., Ltd., est. 
Dorchester, Mass. 1780. 

 
STUFFED DATES, CHOCOLATE DIPPED  

         
Cut choice dates open on one side and 

remove the seeds. Fill the open space in the dates 
with a strip of preserved ginger or pineapple, 
chopped nuts or chopped nuts mixed with white or 
chocolate fondant; press the dates into a compact 
form to keep in the filling, then dip them, one by 
one, in melted chocolate.  

http://www.lulu.com/spotlight/santaletterguide


FUDGE HEARTS OR ROUNDS  
         
       • 2 cups of granulated sugar, 
       • 1/3 a cup of condensed milk, 
       • 1/3 a cup of water, 
       • ¼ a cup of butter, 
       • 1 ½ squares of Baker's Chocolate, 
       • 1 teaspoonful of vanilla extract. 
       Boil the sugar, milk and water to 236° F., 

or to the "soft ball" degree; stir gently every few 
minutes; add the butter and let boil up vigorously, 
then remove from the fire and add the chocolate; let 
stand undisturbed until cool, then add the vanilla 
and beat the candy until it thickens and begins to 
sugar. Pour into a pan lined with paper to stand until 
cooled somewhat; turn from the mold and with a 
French cutter or a sharp edged tube cut into 
symmetrical shapes.  

 
 
Absolutely Incredible Kid Day 
 
Yes, there is an Absolutely Incredible Kid 

Day®, started by Camp Fire USA and held the third 
Thursday in March, with the goal of getting adults to 
write letters of love, encouragement, and support to 
the children of America, be it their own, or a child 
they don't know in a homeless shelter or a hospital.  

Show a child some love and support today, 
with a letter. For more information, check out the 
Campfire USA website: http://zanika.net/absolutely-incredible-

kid-day_249.html. 

http://zanika.net/absolutely-incredible-kid-day_249.html
http://zanika.net/absolutely-incredible-kid-day_249.html


Although, any day can be an Incredible Kid 
day. Or Valentine's Day.  

Valentine's Day may be most associated with 
romantic love, but why overlook love of family? 
When I was a kid, my mom and dad made sure to 
include my sister and me in the festivities, with child-
sized heart-shaped boxes of candies, and Red Hots®, 
and gumdrop hearts. She decorated with paper 
cupids, and we made heart-shaped cards from red 
construction paper, sprinkled with glitter. Valentine's 
Day was always very much a family event.  

Why wait till a particular day on the calendar? 
Sometimes, a letter can say so much with so little. 
Who doesn't need to hear they're loved, every now 
and then? Who says you can't send a "Valentine" any 
day of the year? 

 

 
Send someone you love a love letter today! 
 
 
Would you like to see your home business 

advertised here? Check out An Enchanted 
Holiday for the low ad rates and submission 
options. My goal is to support home-based 
businesses. No ad budget? No problem. We're 
all in this together. 

 

http://www.lulu.com/spotlight/santaletterguide
http://www.lulu.com/spotlight/santaletterguide
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The Luck of the Irish! 
 

March 17th brings St. Patrick's Day and the 
luck of the Irish to everyone! But what is St. Patrick's 
Day? And who was St. Patrick? 

St. Patrick was born in Britain, ironically, at 
the end of the fourth century. Kidnapped at age 16, 
he spent six years in captivity, in Ireland. With 
nothing else, he turned to his faith. In his dreams, a  
voice he attributed to God told him it was time to 
leave Ireland, so he escaped.  



Back in Britain, in a second dream, an angel 
told him to return to Ireland, as a missionary. He 
threw himself into religious training for the next 
fifteen years, before returning to Ireland with the 
mission to minister to Christians already living there, 
and to begin to convert the Irish people. 

As with many other Christian holidays, rather 
than try to stamp out the old ways, Patrick merged 
Christian traditions with the pagan rituals. He 
celebrated Easter with bonfires, because the Irish 
worshipped their gods with fire. He superimposed a 
powerful Irish symbol, the sun, onto the Christian 
cross--creating that we call today a Celtic cross--so 
the symbol felt more connected to their nature-
based pagan religion. Legend has it that he used the 
shamrock, with its three leaves--an ancient symbol 
for the triple goddess Brigit--to represent the 
Christian trinity.  
 And so it was that St. Patrick, widely credited 
for bringing Christianity to the Irish, is the patron 
saint of Ireland.  

But why is the leprechaun associated with St. 
Patrick's Day? Well, the holiday has come to 
symbolize more a celebration of everything Irish, 
and the leprechaun is a Celtic fairy, who 
mischievously guards his treasure, a pot of gold.  

Happy St. Patrick's Day!  
 
 Websites cited: 

 
http://www.history.com/topics/st-patricks-day/who-was-saint-patrick 
http://www.theholidayspot.com/patrick/historyofpatrick.htm 
http://www.theholidayspot.com/patrick/shamrock.htm 

http://www.theholidayspot.com/patrick/brigit.htm
http://www.history.com/topics/st-patricks-day/who-was-saint-patrick
http://www.theholidayspot.com/patrick/historyofpatrick.htm
http://www.theholidayspot.com/patrick/shamrock.htm


Grab your free PDF copy of 
both the An Enchanted Holiday 
coloring book and Enchanted 
Holiday Stories at 
http://www.lulu.com/spotlight
/santaletterguide 

 

 

 
 
 

Make Your Own Holiday Day 
Yes, there is a Make Your Own Holiday Day, 

and it's March 26th. It seems to have been instituted 
by the Wellness Permission League. 

What holiday would you create? 
 
Websites cited: 
 

http://holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/March/makeholidayday.htm 
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Join me on this new adventure. Home 
businesses supporting other home businesses. Let's 
share reciprocal links, and spread this little magazine 
freely around the 'net. That includes you, authors!  

 
For more information, check out An 

Enchanted Holiday. 
 
(www.anenchantedholiday.com). 
 
Welcome to 2015. A new year, a fresh start. 
 
Let's get marketing! 
 
Donna 

http://www.anenchantedholiday.com/
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